Pigment-lipoprotein complexes in table olives (Cv. Gordal) with green staining alteration.
In table olives showing the green staining alteration, extracts of pigment-lipoprotein complexes were obtained from the zone altered and the rest of the fruit. In the altered zone of the olive, the surrounding components of pigments were affected, with the degeneration of proteins and phospholipids forming the pigment-lipoprotein complexes. There was also less interaction between the pigments and the membrane lipids. These results suggested a greater loss of cell integrity in the green-stained zone of the fruit, allowing the migration and local accumulation of Cu-metallochlorophyll complexes, macroscopically visible as the form of green staining alteration.